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Mepal and Witcham CE Primary School 

SEN Information Report 2020 -2021 

This links with the Cambridgeshire Local Offer see useful links section at the end of 

this document 

Introduction 

At our school we are committed to working together to meet the needs of pupils with 

Special Educational Needs, to ensure that all children, regardless of their specific needs, 

make the best possible progress in school. This is embedded on our School values: ‘To 

Nurture, To Grow, To Flourish’ Matthew 13:1–23, 

 

Recent feedback from Cambridgeshire SEND services has thanked us for our dedicated 

support of SEND pupils and parents and described the ‘outstanding feedback’ they have 

received from parents regarding this as very refreshing.  

 

The needs of our pupils with a Special Educational Needs / Disabilities are met within 

the classroom or small group work. This SEN information Report has been produced with 

members of staff and will be reviewed annually with the help and guidance of parents, 

governors and pupils. 

 

Name of SENCO: Mrs S Bevan 

Name of Head: Mrs L Lomax 

 

If you think your child may have SEN, please speak to their class teacher, SENCO or 

contact the school office to make an appointment on 01353 778300 

 

Special Arrangements in Relation to COVID-19 

Following the closure of schools from the 23rd March 2020 Government guidelines 

stated: Vulnerable children include those who have a social worker and those children 

and young people up to the age of 25 with education, health and care (EHC) plans.  

 

All Pupils with an EHC plan are now risk-assessed by the school in consultation with 

parents and our local authority (LA) Cambridgeshire. This process is to consider the 

individuals range of ongoing needs in the event of further lock downs or instructions to 

self-isolate and determine how and whether they can safely have their needs met at 

home. This could include for example: reorganizing therapists or clinician’s appointments 

to run virtually through the local health online portals rather than face to face.  
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For all pupils with SEN/ SEND we ensure that the expectations for work being completed 

at home is understood, tailored to meet individual needs and that pupils can access the 

work being set by school staff. Further resources / web links that support all our pupils’ 

emotional and social development during this unprecedented time have been uploaded on 

to the school website. These will continue to be updated as time passes. 

 

As a school, class teachers undertake daily check ins with any pupils unable to access 

learning at school due to COVID. This is to ensure that pupil’s outcomes are kept at the 

forefront and that their emotional needs are being met.  Parents of SEND pupils may 

require additional support at this time. As such, the SENCo is also in regular contact 

where required. 

 

Our messaging facility is through the school office: office @mepalwitcham.cambs.sch.uk 

for private conversations to be had between the SENCo/ staff and parents. This can also 

be done by telephoning the school office 01353 778300 or mobile: 07443433949.  

 

Further information for parents regarding SEND Special Arrangements in Relation to 

COVID-19 can be found on the Cambridgeshire local offer: 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/local-offer/local-

offer-send-services-coronavirus-information 

 

Our Approach to Teaching Learners with SEN 

At Mepal and Witcham we believe in participation for all. We want all adults and children 

to participate in learning and we celebrate all members of our community. We want to 

create an inclusive culture in our school and we aim to be more responsive to the diversity 

of children's backgrounds, interests, experience, knowledge and skills. We value high 

quality teaching for all learners and actively monitor teaching and learning in the school. 

Our school improvement plan is about developing learning for all and providing appropriate 

continued professional development (CPD) opportunities for all staff.  

 

We aim to create a learning environment which is flexible enough to meet the needs of 

all members of our school community. We monitor progress of all learners, and staff 

continually assess, ensuring that learning is taking place. Our whole school system for 

monitoring progress includes regular pupil progress meetings which happen at least half-

termly and the school use data, recorded using Pupil Assett, which is available to staff 

and governors. 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/local-offer/local-offer-send-services-coronavirus-information
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/local-offer/local-offer-send-services-coronavirus-information
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Learning for all 

How we identify SEN? 

At different times in their school career, a child or young person may have a special 

educational need. The Code of Practice 2015 defines SEN as: 

Special educational needs (SEN)  
 A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability 

which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her.  

 A child of compulsory school age or a young person has a learning difficulty or 

disability if he or she:  
o has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others 

of the same age, or 

o has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of 

educational facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same 

age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 institutions  

 

lf a learner is identified as having SEN we will provide provision that is ‘additional to or 

different from’ the normal differentiated curriculum, intended to overcome the barrier 

to their learning. There may be lots of reasons why children need special educational 

provision;  they may have been absent from school or they may have attended lots of 

schools and not had a consistent opportunity to learn;  they may not speak English very 

well or at all, they may be worried about different things that distract them from 

learning.  

 

At Mepal and Witcham School we are committed to ensuring that all learners have access 

to learning opportunities, and for those who are at risk of not learning, we will intervene. 

This does not mean that all vulnerable learners have SEN. Only those with a learning 

difficulty that requires special educational provision will be identified as having SEN. 

 

The Code of Practice 2015 states that all children and young people are entitled to an 

education that enables them to make progress so that they:  

• achieve their best  

• become confident individuals living fulfilling lives, and  

• make a successful transition into adulthood, whether into employment, further 

or higher education or training  

 

What Does our SEN Profile Currently Look Like? 

Our SEN profile for 2020 / 21 shows that we currently have 15 % of children on roll identified as 

having SEN.  
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Recent Training to help meet these needs has included: 

Zones of Regulation Training – All staff 

Supporting Pupils Return to School / Early Help – all Staff 

First Aid for Mental Health - TA 

Emotional Literacy Training – All staff 

Level 3 specialist SEND TA training 

ELSA Training – TA 

National SENCo Award – SENCo 

Statotory Assessment training / updates - SENCo 

Family Worker Drop in sessions: anxiety, sleep problems, challenging behaviours – Family / 

community 

 

Assessing SEN at Mepal and Witcham School 

The individual needs of a learner may be identified at any stage during their time at 

Mepal and Witcham School, or a pupil may apply for a place at our school through 

Cambridgeshire Admissions - with individual needs already identified. In the latter case 

school work closely with the admissions team, family and specialist services from 

education, social care and health to ensure a smooth transition into the school, allowing 

the needs of the individual learner to be met in the most appropriate way. Please also 

see our Accessibility Policy. 

At Mepal and Witcham School we work as a whole staff team to ensure that 

identification and ongoing assessment of individual educational needs, is reviewed termly 

and this process always directly involves the learner, and of course their parents / 

carers.  

The Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) also supports with the 

identification of barriers to learning and advises on / co-ordinates intervention 

SEND Distribution By Category

SALT Social, Emotional and Mental Health

Physical and Sensory Cognition and Learning
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programmes available in school. Additionally, the SENCO is also responsible for collating 

assessment evidence on individual learners and (with parental consent) referring to 

external agencies when thresholds are met, for additional advice / assessment  

These four broad areas of need give an overview of the range of needs that should be 

planned for, although the needs of a child can go across all areas and the needs may also 

change. 

 Communication and interaction 

 Cognition and learning 

 Social, emotional and mental health difficulties 

 Sensory and/or physical needs 

 

The assessment of need should ensure that the full ranges of an individual’s needs are 

identified, not simply the primary need.  

For some learners we may want to seek advice and support from external specialist 

agencies that are accessed through the Cambridgeshire Early Help subject to 

thresholds: The Specialist Teaching Service, Sensory support services e.g. visual 

impairment / hearing impairment, Community Paediatrics, CAMHS, OT, School Nursing 

Team and Social Care. 

 

Additionally, As part of DEMAT we can also access specialist advice from the inclusion  

and safeguarding team: Caroline Jupp School Effectiveness Officer (Inclusion), Denise 

Woodhouse, Support Officer (Social, Emotional & Mental Health) and  Amy Weaver, 

Director of Inclusion & Safeguarding. 

 

Finally, as part of our locality team / children’s centres we can access family worker 

support in the home and play therapy.  Also our Family Worker runs regular parental talks 

on a range of themes and ‘drop in’ sessions for parents on a termly basis, in school. These 

are open to all and parents need only let the office know they wish to attend in order to 

facilitate space. 

 

Parents can also access additional advice / support for their child by discussing their 

concerns with the family GP or if the concerns are regarding emotional wellbeing they 

can self-refer to CHUMS http://chums.uk.com/ 

 

 

What we do to support learners with SEN at Mepal and Witcham? 

The Code of Practice 2015 states that a pupil has SEN where their learning difficulty or 

disability calls for special educational provision, that is provision different from or 

additional to that normally available to pupils of the same age. Making quality first 

teaching normally available to the whole class is likely to mean that fewer pupils will 

http://chums.uk.com/
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require such support. Such improvements in whole-class provision tend to be more cost 

effective and sustainable.  

 

Every teacher in our school is required to adapt the curriculum to ensure access to 

learning for all children in their class. The ‘Teacher Standards 2012’ detail the 

expectations on all teachers, and we at Mepal and Witcham Primary School are proud of 

our teachers and their development. Our teachers will use a wide range of individual 

strategies to adapt / allow access to the curriculum, dependent on the child’s barriers to 

learning, this might include using: 

 Visual timetables 

 Writing frames  

  laptops, or other alternative recording devices 

 Positive behaviour rewards systems 

We also employ Teaching Assistants who deliver the interventions as stated in the school 

provision map which is co-ordinated by our SENCO. 

 

Each learner identified as having SEN is entitled to support that is ‘additional to or 

different from’ a normal differentiated curriculum. The type of support is dependent on 

the individual learning needs, and is intended to enable access to learning and overcome 

the barrier to learning identified. This support is identified on a whole school provision 

map, which describes the interventions and actions we undertake at our school to support 

learners with SEN across the year groups. We modify the provision map regularly, and it 

changes during the year, as our learners and their needs change.  Individual provision 

maps for identified children are shared with pupils and parents parents at regular parent 

meetings. At these pupil / parent voice is key in supporting children to achieve their 

targets and overcome barriers and TME targets will be discussed and reviewed together.  

 

At Mepal and Witcham School, we share the provision map with our colleagues in the 

DEMAT so we can learn from each other, and demonstrate what we offer for learners 

with SEN. We are also able to promote consistent practice across all the schools in our 

academy ensuring equality of opportunity. Our provision map is shared with Governors 

who are able to ensure that we monitor the impact of these interventions on learning 

across the school.  

 

Some children with more complex needs will also have a Multi Element Plan with 

information that will enable staff in our school and other professionals to understand 

what is important to the child and family and know how best to support them. 

 

There may be some children who need provision additional to that which is being provided 

in school and they may require an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) assessment. 
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The local authority will carry this assessment and the EHC plan will set out provision to 

meet the needs of the child; not all assessments will automatically result in an EHC plan. 

The school or the parents/carers can request an EHCP assessment.  

 

How do we support emotional and social development and wellbeing at 

Mepal and Witcham School? 

At Mepal and Witcham School we know that children learn best when they feel calm, safe 

and secure in their learning environment and this is embedded in our church school ethos 

and aims. Please refer to the Emotional Wellbeing Policy where this is discussed in detail. 

This also links to the PSHE, Behaviour and Collective worship policies too. Mrs S Bevan 

(SENCO) is also the mental health lead and medical needs lead for the school and will be 

very happy to discuss and concerns in this area.  

 

Funding for SEN 

New arrangements for funding educational provision for pupils and students with high 

needs were introduced in 2013 for maintained schools and academies.   

Funding for all high-needs pupils in mainstream schools and academies is broken down 

into 3 main elements.  

Element 1 - the basic entitlement  

This is the basic amount funded to the school for each pupil  

Element 2 - additional need funding  

Part of the overall school budget is classified as the notional SEN budget. This is 

identified within the school's budget and is made up of various funding formulae such 

as the basic entitlement, deprivation and prior attainment. It is from this budget that 

mainstream schools and academies are required to put in place support for all children 

with SEN and to contribute the first £6,000 (equivalent to approximately 11.8 hours 

teaching assistant (TA) time per week) towards the cost of a child's Statement of 

Special Educational Need/ Education Health and Care Plan (EHC Plan) from September 

2014.  

Element 3 - top up funding 

Where the cost of additional support identified is more than £6,000, the local 

authority will provide funding from their high needs block. The level of need is agreed 

by the County Resourcing Panel and funding is provided to the school for that pupil.  

Although academies receive their main funding directly from the Education Funding 

Agency (EFA), the top-up funding (element 3) is still the responsibility of the local 

authority.  
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Defining high needs 

Children and young people with high needs are those who need educational provision 

that costs more in total, including the provision given to all pupils, than about £10,000 

per year. This threshold defines the level of need that would be expected to be met 

through mainstream funding and those for whom additional funding is required.  

How do we find out if this Support is effective? 

Monitoring progress is an integral part of teaching and leadership within Mepal and 

Witcham School. Parents/carers, pupils and staff are will be involved in reviewing the 

impact of interventions for learners with SEN. We will follow the 'assess, plan, do, 

review’ model and ensure that parents/carers and children are involved in each step.  

 

Before any additional provision is selected to help a child, the SENCO, teacher, 

parent/carer and learner agree what they expect to be different following this 

intervention. A baseline will also be recorded, which can be used to compare the impact 

of provision. If a learner has an Education Health and Care Plan (EHC plan,) the same 

termly review conversations take place, but the EHC plan will also be formally reviewed 

annually. 

 

The SENCO collates impact of interventions, to ensure that we are only using 

interventions that work. Progress data of all learners is collated by the whole school and 

monitored by teachers, senior leaders and governors. Our school data is also monitored 

by Diocese of Ely Multi Academy Trust and Ofsted. 

 

Pupil voice and parent voice are an integral part of evaluating the effectiveness of our 

provision. As such pupil voice and parent voice questionnaires are run termly across the 

whole school, annually further specific individual pupil voice and parent voice is gained 

specifically for pupils on the SEN register - in order to gain a clear picture and inform 

this report. 

 

Other Opportunities for Learning 

All learners should have the same opportunity to access extra-curricular activities. At 

Mepal and Witcham School during 2018-19 we hope to be offering a range of additional 

clubs and activities. Information about these will be available when they will be due to 

start and will appear on the school website. We are committed to making reasonable 

adjustments to ensure participation for all, so please contact the school office to discuss 

specific requirements.  

All staff at Mepal and Witcham School have regular training on the Equality Act 2010. 

This legislation places specific duties on schools, settings and providers including the 
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duty not to discriminate, harass or victimise a child or adult linked to a protected 

characteristic defined in the Equality Act and to make ‘reasonable adjustments.’ 

The Equality Act 2010 definition of disability is: 

‘A person has a disability for the purposes of this Act if (s)he has a physical or mental 

impairment which has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on his ability to carry 

out normal day-to day activities.’ 

Section 1 (1) Disability Discrimination Act 1995 

This definition of disability in the Equality Act includes children with long term health 

conditions such as asthma; diabetes, epilepsy, and cancer. Children and young people with 

such conditions do not necessarily have SEN, but there is a significant overlap between 

disabled children and young people and those with SEN. Children and young people may 

therefore be covered by both SEN and disability legislation.  

 

Preparing for the next step 

Transition is a part of life for all learners. This can be transition to a new class in school, 

having a new teacher or moving to another school, training provider or moving into 

employment. Mepal and Witcham School is committed to working in partnership with 

children, families and other providers to ensure that positive transitions occur. 

 

Planning for transition is part of our provision for all learners with SEN. Moving classes 

will be discussed at their summer term review meeting and transition to high schools will 

be discussed in the summer term of their Year 5, to ensure time for planning and 

preparation. Pupils with EHCP’s will have additional transition planning as part of the 

annual review process which will take place in the first term or year 6. 

 

Have your say 

We can shape and develop provision for all of our learners ensuring achievement for all. 

This SEN document declares our annual offer to learners with SEN, but to be effective 

it needs the views of all parents/carers, learners, governors and staff; please let us know 

what you feel about it. 

 

Contributors to this report September 2020: 

Staff – including Head teacher, Senco, teachers and TA’s 

Pupil Voice – 1:1 interviews with all SEN register pupils and whole school questionnaires 

Parent Voice – 1:1 interviews with all SEN register Parents / carers 
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Governors by approval and in consultation. 

Useful links 

SEND Information, Advice and Support Service (SENDIASS) 

Email - pps@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

SEND Information, Advice and Support Service  

Box No. CC1101  

Castle Court  

Cambridge  

CB3 0AP 

Confidential helpline open during term times: 01223 699 214  

Outside of term time please leave a message as a small number of staff are available 

to answer queries but it will take time for them to respond to your enquiry. 

 

www.dfe.gov.uk 

 

The Local Offer For Cambridgeshire 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/localoffer 

 

This SEN Information Report will be available on the school website and copies will be 

held in school. 

 

Complaints procedure 

If you have any concerns please speak to the SENCo, class teacher or head teacher 

initially. We will do our very best to resolve the problem through an informal meeting. If 

there is still a problem please ask for the school’s complaints procedure. 

mailto:pps@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
http://www.dfe.gov.uk/

